
CITY OF VILLA PARK 

GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2016 

 

 

ELECTION DAY - POLL WATCHING GUIDELINES 

 

The election process is a public affair and anyone who wishes may observe. However, the vote 

of the individual citizen is secret, and no one may interfere with a voter's right to cast a secret 

ballot. Members of the precinct boards are sworn election officials of the County of Orange and 

have complete responsibility for conducting all phases of the election in their precinct. Certain 

standards are expected of observers: 
 

 All temporary Election Day signs shall not be erected more than forty-five (45) calendar days 
prior to the event to which the sign pertains and shall be removed within five (5) calendar 
days after the date of the event or Election Day. 
 

 Poll watchers may not interfere in any way with the conduct of the election or with the vote 
count following the close of the polls.  Any person who interferes with the election or with a 
voter is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years.   

                                                                      §18502 
 

 The election must be orderly.  Do not talk in a loud voice, cause confusion, or congregate 
inside the polls.  Do not ask to use the telephone or other facilities. 

 

 The area between the official table and the voting booths is for voters only and may not be 
used as an observer post.                                                                       §14221 

 

 Poll watchers may not sit at the official table or handle any of the official voting equipment, 
supplies, or ballots.                                                                          §14223 

 

 Poll watchers may not wear candidate badges, discuss candidates, how a voter voted, or bring 
any campaign material into the polling place.  This constitutes electioneering and is illegal.  
Electioneering may not be conducted within 100 feet of a polling place. The term "100 feet 
of a polling place" means a distance of 100 feet from the room or rooms in which voters are 
signing the Roster-Index and casting ballots.  Violation of this section is a misdemeanor.  

                                                                                                                                 §18370 
 

 No one may be within 100 feet of a polling place while wearing a firearm or a peace officer 
or security guard uniform except: (1) An unarmed uniformed guard or security personnel 
who is at the polling place to cast his/her vote; (2) A peace officer who is conducting official 
business in the course of his/her public employment or who is at the polling place to cast 
his/her vote; (3) A private guard or security personnel hired or arranged for by a city or 
county elections official; (4) A private guard or security personnel hired or arranged for by 
the owner or manager of the facility or property in which the polling place is located if the 
guard or security personnel is not hired or arranged solely for the day on which an election is 
held.                                   §18544 

                                                                                                  

 The Precinct Board will attempt to respond to any reasonable, lawful requests from 
observers.  The Registrar's office has instructed Precinct Officers to ask unruly poll watchers 
to leave, and to ask for assistance from the local law enforcement agency, if necessary. 



 
ELECTION NIGHT RESULTS 

 

Orange County uses a central location for tallying votes. All ballots are tabulated in the Registrar 

of Voters’ Tally Center located at 1300 S. Grand Ave., Building C, Santa Ana. The vote 

counting procedure is open to public viewing. Unofficial results are available throughout the 

evening of the election in the Registrar of Voters’ office beginning at approximately 8:05 p.m. 

and continuing until all precinct ballots have been tallied. Results may also be obtained by 

calling the Registrar of Voters’ office at (714) 567-7600 or visiting our web site at ocvote.com. 


