
ACTION MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF VILLA PARK, CALIFORNIA 

 
January 25, 2011 

 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
6:30 p.m. – City Council Chambers/Conference Room 

 
 
ROLL CALL Mayor Ulmer called the Closed Session to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS 
 
PRESENT: Fauteux, Pauly, MacAloney, Reese, Ulmer 
 
ABSENT:  None 
 
 
1. Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation. Closed Session 

pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (b)(1): significant exposure to 
litigation. One potential case. 

 
Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation. Closed Session 
pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (c) relating to initiation of 
litigation: One potential case. 

 
 
 

GENERAL SESSION 
7:00 p.m. — City Council Chambers 

 
 
ROLL CALL   Mayor Ulmer called the General Session to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS 
 
PRESENT:  Fauteux, Pauly, MacAloney, Reese, Ulmer 
 
ABSENT:  None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
Led by Claire Lemus and Ashley Peterson from Villa Park Elementary School 
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PRESENTATIONS/ ANNOUNCEMENTS/ INTRODUCTIONS 

 
• Presentation of Academic Achievement Award to Corey Marie Fellon from Cerro 

Villa Middle School 
• Villa Park Community Services Foundation update 
• Orange County Fire Authority update 
• Law enforcement update - Chief of Police Services Lt. Bob Wren 
 

 
City Manager Sassoon reported that an item concerning the Santiago Utility 
Undergrounding District Project came to the City’s attention this afternoon requiring 
immediate attention and requested that the City Council add an item to the agenda to 
discuss the matter.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Fauteux, seconded by Councilmember MacAloney, 
and carried by the following roll call vote to add the item to the agenda as #17B: 
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  Fauteux, MacAloney, Pauly, Reese, Ulmer 
 
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
ABSENT:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Manager Sassoon announced the City received an email from Mr. John Briscoe 
regarding an issue with OCFA. The correspondence is on file in the City Clerk’s Office.  
 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
2. Investment Advisory Committee Appointment. 
 
Councilmember Fauteux presented the staff report and announced the candidate to be 
appointed withdrew his name due to personal concerns.  
 
The report was received and filed.  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
3 Consideration of Conditional Use and Variance Permit No. 0707 Location: 

10261 Old Lamplighter Lane (Dave & Ann Roberts). 
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Associate Planner Lori Trottier presented the staff report and proposed that as 
Conditions of Approval, the chimney be a gas burning fireplace and that the applicants 
maintain the landscape screening along the southern portion of the property.  
 
Mayor Ulmer opened the public hearing.  
 
Dave Roberts, applicant, spoke in favor of the project and requested that Council 
consider allowing the fireplace to be built as a wood burning fireplace with gas 
capabilities.  
 
City Council discussion ensued regarding the request.  
 
With no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Ulmer closed the public hearing.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Pauly, seconded by Councilmember Fauteux and 
carried by the following roll call vote to adopt Resolution No. 2011-3148 approving 
Conditional Use and Variance Permit No. 0707 with the conditions that an approved 
spark arrestor be installed to allow the burning of wood in the fireplace and that the 
applicant maintain landscape screening along the southern portion of the property:   
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS: Pauly, Fautuex, Reese 
 
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: MacAloney, Ulmer 
  
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 
 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 
 
4. Ordinance permitting used vehicle sales and outdoor merchandise sales in 

Villa Park Towne Centre, and permitting outdoor storage containers in the 
service station performance and development standards.  

 
City Manager Sassoon presented the staff report.  
 
City Council discussion ensued regarding the procedural requirements for obtaining 
approval to setup outdoor merchandise displays.  
 
Mayor Ulmer opened the public hearing. With no one wishing to speak, Mayor Ulmer 
closed the public hearing.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Fauteux, seconded by Councilmember MacAloney 
and carried by the following roll call vote to introduce and approve a first reading of 
Ordinance No. 2011-559, and schedule a second reading and adoption at the February 
22, 2011, City Council meeting:   
 



January 25, 2011 Villa Park City Council Meeting Minutes 
Page 4 of 10 
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS: Fautuex, MacAloney, Pauly, Reese, Ulmer 
 
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 
  
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 
 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 
 
5. Resolution adjusting parking violation fines to reflect increase in State 

fees. 
 
City Manager Sassoon presented the staff report.  
 
Councilmember Pauly objected to the resolution stating she is voting no on principle; 
she stated the state is using local municipalities to support their spending addiction and 
she will not support the state.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Fauteux, seconded by Councilmember MacAloney 
and carried by the following roll call vote to adopt Resolution No. 2011-3146 approving 
an updated parking violation fine schedule that implements the recent California State-
mandated surcharge identified in Senate Bill 857 and rescinding Resolution No. 2007-
2975:   
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS: MacAloney, Fautuex, Reese, Ulmer 
 
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Pauly 
  
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 
 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR (ITEMS # 6-16) 
 
Councilmember MacAloney pulled item 13. 
 
Councilmember Pauly pulled items 9, 11, and 15. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Fauteux, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Reese and 
carried by the following roll call vote to approve the remainder of the Consent Calendar: 
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  Fauteux, Reese, MacAloney, Pauly, Ulmer 
 
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
ABSENT:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
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ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None  
 
6. Warrants and disbursements from December 7, 2010, to January 8, 2011. 
 

ACTION: Approve warrants and disbursements in the amount of 
$1,202,699.81. 

 
7. Financial Treasurer’s Report for the months of November and December. 
 
 ACTION: Receive and file.  
 
8. Request approval of City Council Minutes of December 7, 2010, and 

December 14, 2010. 
 
 ACTION: Approve. 
 
10. Second reading of Ordinance No. 2010-558, an ordinance of the City 

Council of the City of Villa Park, California, amending Article 23-16, Section 
16.1 through Section 16.6, regarding signs.  

 
ACTION:  Approve a second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 2010-558. 

 
12. Authorization to seek proposals for engineering services.  
 

ACTION: Authorize staff to retain the services of Mr. Kerry Morford, and to 
proceed with the RFP/RFQ processes for engineering services. 

 
14. Status report regarding the City’s auditors, Mayer Hoffman McCann (MHM). 
 

ACTION: Receive and file this report, and continue this matter to its April 
meeting. 

 
16. Follow-up report re: Crossing Guard at Villa Park Elementary School.  
 

ACTION: Receive and file.  
 
 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
13. Request to permit operative gates at the entrance to Larson Circle/Parker 

Circle.  
 
Mayor MacAloney pulled this item to confirm the residents are responsible for the initial 
costs, legal costs, and ongoing maintenance costs. City Manager Sassoon confirmed 
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the City will not incur any expense other than staff time. The homeowners are funding 
the complete cost of the project.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember MacAloney, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Reese and 
carried by a voice vote to approve the agreement to make the gates operative at the 
entrance to Larson Circle, and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement on 
behalf of the City. 

 
9. Second reading of Ordinance No. 2010-557, an ordinance of the City 

Council of the City of Villa Park, California, amending Article 23-5 and 
Chapters 23-6.2 and 23-6.3 of the Villa Park Municipal Code relating to 
transitional housing and emergency shelters in residential zones. 

 
Councilmember Pauly pulled this item objecting to the ordinance stating she is voting no 
on principle; she stated that this is an objectionable state mandate and that this land 
use is not in keeping with the character of Villa Park.   
 
It was moved by Councilmember MacAloney, seconded by Councilmember Fauteux 
and carried by the following roll call vote to approve a second reading and adopt 
Ordinance No. 2010-557: 
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  MacAloney, Fauteux, Reese, Ulmer 
 
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  Pauly 
 
ABSENT:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
11. Authorization to Advertise - Lemon Street Trail Construction from Santiago 

Boulevard to Valley Drive. 
 
Councilmember Pauly pulled this item wishing to discuss the second phase of the 
project and asked City Manager Sassoon for a report.  
 
City Manager Sassoon reported this project constitutes the final phase of the Lemon 
Street improvements that will be completed this fiscal year and in the foreseeable 
future. The project calls for the installation of a new trail, curb, and gutter along the west 
side of Lemon Street from Santiago to Valley. The remaining improvements on the 2006 
concept plan, specifically additional landscaped medians and a traffic circle at 
Lemon/Valley, are unfunded at this time and no grant funds are anticipated. 
 
Councilmember Pauly objected to this project stating she would rather see the funds put 
towards Towne Centre improvements such as the City Hall Façade Improvement 
Project and the Santiago Utility Undergrounding Project.  
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It was moved by Councilmember Fauteux, seconded by Mayor Ulmer and carried by the 
following roll call vote to authorize the City Engineer and City Clerk to advertise for 
construction bids: 
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  Fauteux, Ulmer, MacAloney, Reese 
 
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  Pauly 
 
ABSENT:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
15. Enrollment in the State Disability Insurance (SDI) Program. 
 
Councilmember Pauly pulled this item. She objected to another public employee benefit 
paid by the City; however, she will entertain the idea if staff wishes to pay for the benefit 
themselves.  
 
Councilmember Fauteux stated private companies pass this cost along to their 
employees and questioned if this was an option for public entities.  
 
City Manager Sassoon stated that is an option; however, she recommends the City pay 
this benefit for employees. She further stated, in her opinion, that Villa Park is not like 
other cities and does not provide a rich benefit package. Villa Park does not provide 
administrative leave, an enhanced retirement package, vision insurance, vacation cash 
out or any of the added benefits offered by other cities.  
 
Councilmember MacAloney voiced his opinion stating City employees work hard, go 
above and beyond their duties, and feels providing this benefit to them is a terrific idea.  
 
City Council discussion ensued.  
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro Tem Reese, seconded by Councilmember MacAloney and 
carried by the following roll call vote to provide this benefit to City employees, adopt 
Resolution No. 2011-3147, and authorize staff to complete the appropriate paperwork 
for enrollment: 
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  Reese, MacAloney, Fauteux, Ulmer  
 
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  Pauly 
 
ABSENT:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
17. Approval of preliminary design for the City Hall Façade Improvement 

Project.  
 
City Manager Sassoon presented the staff report.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Fauteux, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Reese and 
carried by the following roll call vote to approve the preliminary design for the 
replacement of the City Hall façade, and authorize the removal of the trees as noted in 
the staff report: 
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  Fauteux, Reese, MacAloney, Pauly, Ulmer  
 
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
ABSENT:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
17B. Santiago Utility Undergrounding Project.  
 
City Manager Sassoon presented the staff report stating Southern California Edison 
(SCE) finalized the cost estimates for this project, and based on the amount of Rule 20A 
funding allocated to Villa Park for these projects, there is not adequate funding to 
complete the Santiago undergrounding. Unless other means are found to fund the 
shortfall, SCE will no longer pursue the project.  
 
Under the CPUC rules, cities in the SCE territory are permitted to buy and sell their Rule 
20A dollars pursuant to negotiated arrangements that do not involve SCE. Typically, 
some cities have Rule 20A dollars that are insufficient to fund projects, and are willing to 
“sell” those funds at some reduced price in exchange for General Fund dollars.  A 
typical cost range for such a sale is $.25 to $.50 on the dollar. Assuming a cost of $.50 
on the dollar, it would cost the City of Villa Park $25,000 to purchase $50,000 of Rule 
20A dollars.  
 
After City Council discussion, it was the consensus of the City Council and approved by 
the following roll call vote to authorize the City Attorney, City Manager and City staff to 
purchase at the best price possible up to $50,000 worth of Rule 20A dollars from other 
cities, as well as authorize staff to perform other ancillary duties necessary to move the 
project forward: 
 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  MacAloney, Reese, Fauteux, Pauly, Ulmer  
 
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
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ABSENT:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS:  None 
 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER MATTERS 
 
18. Discussion regarding methods for selection of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem. 
 
Councilmember Pauly presented the staff report and requested the Council to consider 
instituting a formulaic policy by which the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem are selected.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Reese shared his opinion stating that it is an honor to be nominated as 
the Mayor or Mayor Pro Tem and in order to be nominated one must earn the respect of 
colleagues.  
 
With no one else wishing to comment, Mayor Ulmer moved onto Item 19.  
 
19. Individual councilmember information items and/or required meeting 

attendance reports.  
 
Councilmember Fauteux report on the Orange County Sanitation District and Orange 
County Vector Control District Board meetings.  
 
Councilmember MacAloney reported on the City Council Strategy Session.  
 
Mayor Ulmer also reported on the City Council Strategy Session, the Orange 
City/Schools Committee Meeting, and the Friends of the Villa Park Library meeting. He 
also congratulated Finance Director Michelle Danaher for receiving the Government 
Finance Officers Association Distinguished Budget Award for the FY 10-11 and 
Councilmember Pauly for winning the recent election as First Vice Chairman of the OC 
Republican Party.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Reese reported on the Orange County Sanitation District and Orange 
County Fire Authority Board meetings.  
 
Councilmember Pauly reported on the Towne Centre meeting with the merchants, 
Serrano Water District Board meeting, and the Orange County Transportation 
Authority’s Transit Study.  
 
City Attorney Litfin reported the Villa Park City Council returned from Closed Session 
with no reportable action.  
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The City Council adjourned at 9:21 p.m. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 
22, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 
 

______________________ 
W. Richard Ulmer, Mayor  
City of Villa Park 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Jarad L. Hildenbrand, City Clerk 
City of Villa Park  
 
 
Note: The above minutes are a summary of actions. A DVD recording of this meeting 
additionally serves as an official record and is available upon request from City Hall. 
 


